
Michael Karlin 

Dr. Surbaugh 

C&T 807 

28 April 2009 

Current Issues in Hispanic and Latino Education 

 I began this assignment with the article “Best practice for Adolescent ELLs,” which 

discussed several key factors schools must address when striving to create a successful academic 

environment for ELLs.  There were several ideas that I found particularly interesting over topics 

I had never considered.  One of the first suggestions Rance-Roney gives is that schools should 

not isolate the ESL instructor and view her program as one that works in isolation.  Instead, the 

ESL teacher should be included within a department and given time to collaborate with other 

teachers across curriculums.  Rance-Roney also addresses the importance of developing a 

separate and unique curriculum designed specifically for ELLs.  Many schools only modify their 

existing curriculum to fit the needs of ELLs, instead of creating a new one that allows for the 

specialized demands of students learning a new language on top of learning new lessons.  

Another issue that is mentioned is giving ELLs a “safe space” for them to practice speaking in 

English amongst ELL peers or the ESL teacher.  This allows the non native speakers to grow 

comfortable with pronunciation and learning new words within a more nurturing environment.  

The final issue that I took from this article was the necessity of charting progress.  Aside from 

anecdotal evidence, without keeping assessment-based reflection on a student’s progress, there is 

no way to tell if an ELL is actually making positive strides towards learning English.  ESL 

teachers must perform regular assessments over a variety of criteria and use that data to decide 

where students may be having difficulty and where they are making progress. 

 I followed this article with the report “Under Siege: Life for Low-Income Latinos in the 

South” from the Southern Poverty Law Center.  After reading the first article and becoming 



hopeful about some successful methods for educating new immigrants, this report brought me 

back down.  It was a very well put together report, easy to read, an impressive methodology, and 

very informative.  Unfortunately, the main thesis of the report is that Latinos in the south 

(specifically Charlotte, Nashville, Alabama, Georgia, and New Orleans) are being subjugated to 

dehumanizing, racist, and hostile actions from the non-Latinos in those areas.  However, after 

discussing how Latinos basically have no rights and are treated, in many cases, the same as 

slaves were before the civil war, the report ends with a set of strong, researched-backed 

recommendations that I really hope get paid attention to by those with the ability to do something 

about this situation.   

 Finally, I concluded this assignment by reading an article entitled, “The Hispanic 

Challenge,” a 2004 article published by the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace and 

written by Samuel P. Huntington.  This article begins by discussing the major differences 

between past immigrations of large cultures and the current immigration the US is experiencing 

with Hispanic immigrants.  One point emphasized here is that the sheer scale of this current 

immigration is unlike anything our country has ever seen, in 2000 Hispanic immigrants 

accounted for 50% of all migrants into the US.  The article goes on to discuss how many groups 

of Hispanic immigrants are refusing to “integrate” into “American” culture, instead choosing to 

maintain their language, social groups, cultural ideals and rituals, all from with US boarders.  

Immigration movements in the past, for the most part, were assimilated more smoothly into the 

status quo.  Basically, this article presents a snapshot of the current status of immigration in the 

US, comparing that with a historical view of previous immigration movements.  I feel like the 

point of this article was not to discuss specific problems or solutions, merely to present the issue 

and open the table for discussion. 


