
Compilation of Class Essays and Blog Posts 
 

[ Michael Karlin ] 
 

ED TECH 541 – Boise State University 

Fall Semester 2012 

 

Essay Title              Pages 

 

The Benefits of Integrating Technology  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  2 - 3 

 

Acceptable Use Policies   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  4 - 5 

 

Internet Safety Guide   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  6 - 8 

 

The Benefits of Social Networking   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    .    9 - 10 

 

Relative Advantages of Presentation Software   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    .   11 - 12 

 

 

 

  



2 
 

The Benefits of Technology Integration in the Classroom 

[ Michael Karlin ] 

 

For the past two decades there has been a push to integrate technology into the 

classrooms and both scientific research and anecdotal evidence have shown the beneficial effects 

technology has on student learning (Oliver 2010).  From spreadsheets and PowerPoint to more 

modern Web 2.0 tools, technology has been shown to increase student engagement, motivation, 

and learning.  Therefore, “technology must become as common place in education as it is in 

other areas of society” (Roblyer & Doering 2010).  

 

In my current classroom, teaching computer tech to middle school students, I get to 

utilize technology on a daily basis.   However, not every class is so lucky.  Therefore, one of my 

primary focuses this year has been to integrate my curriculum with the core subjects of math, 

science, social studies, and English.  Since we are a smaller school, I have the benefit of seeing 

all the 6
th

, 7
th

, and 8
th

 grade students every day.  Because of this, I am able to integrate my 

lessons with what the students are working on in their other classes. 

 

Math Integration 

 

For math class integration in my class, we mainly use Excel.  We practice writing 

equations in spreadsheets, creating graphs, and analyzing data.  Additionally, when the students 

were working on negative on positive numbers, we created number lines in Excel so they could 

better understand the concept.  Also, there is a wealth of beneficial math games online which 

students are allowed to play if they have extra time after completing a project.   

 

English Integration 

 

We have also had one major project which brought the student’s English curriculum into 

my class.  We spent two weeks discussing basic research techniques, learning how to use 

EBSCO, writing summaries and analyses, and learning how to write citations.  At the end of all 
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that, the students wrote a short research paper over a topic of their choice which counted as a 

grade in both computer and English class.   

 

Social Studies Integration 

 

For social studies class, we have completed two projects tying the curriculum to 

technology.  Our first project was a timeline in Microsoft Excel.  The students spent several days 

conducting research, finding images, and creating a historical timeline.  Our second project was 

through Domo Animate.  Again, the students began by conducting research – this time over a 

historical figure.  After their research was complete they created a 4 minute animation about the 

life and historical importance of their person.   

 

Science Integration  

 

Finally, we have completed one project in my class which tied into the science 

curriculum.  For this activity, students worked online at explorelearning.com and completed 

several virtual experiments.  During the experiments, students collected data in Excel which they 

later graphed and analyzed.  

 

In conclusion, integrating technology into a school’s curriculum not only important, but 

imperative; especially if we are striving to teach our students how to become 21
st
 century 

learners.  As technology is not always available in every classroom, a good way to begin 

integration is by collaborating with the school’s computer technology teacher.  By designing 

lesson plans in tandem, teachers of the core subjects can use technology tools even if they are not 

available within their class.   

 

Resources: 

Oliver, Kevin (2010).  “Integrating Web 2.0 Across the Curriculum.” Tech Trends 54(2), 50-61. 

 

Roblyer, M.D. & Doering Aaron. (2010) Integrating educational technology into teaching, 5th 

ed. Boston: Pearson 
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Acceptable Use Policies 

 

The push for technology integration into today's classrooms in continually growing, and 

with it comes a greater concern for online student safety.  The internet can be extremely 

beneficial or extremely dangerous, depending largely upon the expertise and supervision of the 

educational staff who instruct their students in its proper use.  To this end, most districts create 

an acceptable use policy (AUP) to define and enforce a collection of technological regulations.  

These rules are designed to keep students safe while online and using the school's resources.   

 

According to the National Education Association (NEA), an effective AUP must contain the 

following 6 components:  

 -a preamble 

 -a definition section 

 -a policy statement 

 -an acceptable uses section 

 -an unacceptable uses section 

 -a violations/sanctions section 

 

The preamble should be used to discuss the necessity of the policy, its goals, and a 

description of how the policy will be created and implemented.  In the definitions section, the 

key terms are defined.  Next, the policy statement should outline what specific devices are 

covered and under what circumstances the students can use those devices.  The acceptable use 

section defines what students are allowed to do while using computers or other tech resources.  

The unacceptable use section provides clear and explicit examples of what students cannot do.  

Finally, the violations/sanctions element should let students know how to respond to, and report 

violations of the policy (Education World). 

 

Before creating an AUP, careful consideration must be given to the team that is chosen to 

draft the policy.  In order to be considered successful, the AUP must hold substantial weight in 

the eyes of the students, parents, staff, and community members.  To achieve this, many schools 

create an AUP committee consisting of stakeholders from each of these groups.  By spreading 
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ownership between these four groups, an AUP can be more easily implemented than if a single 

party appears to be forcing it upon a district (CoSN 2011). 

 

Many times, a district's AUP will be sent home to be reviewed and signed by parents and 

students.  By signing the document, the students and their parents are acknowledging and 

agreeing to the restrictions the district has put in place.  Additionally, they are releasing the 

district of responsibility for students who do not follow the rules of the policy.   

 

Finally, here are several examples of successful AUPs which have been implemented in 

districts across the US.   

 First, from my former school district in Gardner Kansas: 

USD 231 Gardner-Edgerton Acceptable Use Policy 

 Next, here is an open and crowdsourced AUP which can be used freely by any district: 

Edudemic's Open Source AUP 

 Here is the AUP from Florida which also covers the policy's desired outcomes: 

Broward County's AUP 

 Finally, here is the AUP from the Duxbury Public School System of Massachusetts: 

Duxbury Public School's AUP 

 

In conclusion, an AUP must strike a delicate balance between protecting our students and 

allowing them to explore and experience the vast universe available through modern technology.  

And if the proper people, time, and resources are devoted to the creation of a district's AUP, this 

can assuredly be achieved.   

 

 

Resources: 

 

Consortium for School Networking (CoSN), (2011, September 13), "Acceptable Use Policies in 

the Web 2.0 and Mobile Era," retrieved online from: http://www.cosn.org/Default.aspx?tabid=8139 

 

Education World, (n.d.), "Getting Started on the Internet: Developing an Acceptable Use Policy 

(AUP)," retrieved online from: http://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/curr093.shtml 

http://www.usd231.com/webusd231/pdf/AcceptableUsePolicy.pdf
http://edudemic.com/2012/06/school-social-media-policy/
https://www.browardschools.com/virtualcounselor/bsvc/policy5306.htm
http://dux.schoolwires.net/cms/lib2/MA01001583/Centricity/Domain/30/AUG9-8-10.pdf
http://www.cosn.org/Default.aspx?tabid=8139
http://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/curr093.shtml
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Internet Safety Guide 

 

Any teacher using best-practice methods will eventually reach a lesson where students 

are required to use the internet.  And as educators know, it is their duty to keep students safe 

from the moment they leave their home until the end of the school day.  Therefore, it is 

imperative that teachers of all subjects are able to instruct students on the hazards and dangers of 

learning online.  This is not to say that all teachers need to assume the role of technology teacher 

and provide hours of instruction on online safety; however, there are basic safety measures that 

all teachers should know, teach, and enforce within their respective classroom (Wolpert-Gawron 

2012). 

 

According to Roblyer and Doering (2012) there are five major pitfalls students face 

online.  Understanding these pitfalls and learning how to avoid them is essential knowledge for 

every classroom teacher.  They are: 

 

Accessing Sites with Inappropriate Material 

 

The internet is full of dangerous, amoral, hate-filled, pornographic, insulting, and 

innacurate sites.  It has become incredibly easy to stumble onto inappropriate sites and odds are 

that students will chance across more than a few.  Therefore, educators must teach students what 

is inappropriate and what to do when you come across a site you shouldn’t be on.  Many schools 

employ firewalls or internet filtration software, but even with virtual defenses inappropriate sites 

can still slip through.  Because of this, students must be taught how to handle these web pages.  

Just saying, “we have a filter, our students will be fine at school” is not enough, and those 

students will be lost at home when they find questionable material.  This issue must be addressed 

in the classroom and students must learn how to quickly assess the appropriateness of a website.  

 

Safety and Privacy Issues 

 

The easiest way to maintain student safety online is to ensure the privacy of personal 

information.  If students are taught to never give out personal information online, the dangers of 

being exposed to predators will decrease dramatically.   As long as their name, address, phone 

number, and social security number are kept off the web, there are far fewer problems that 
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students can run into.  Additionally, students must be on the lookout for marketing and 

advertisements that are directed towards children.  Problems can arise when students attempt to 

create accounts or make purchases online.   

 

Fraud on the Internet 

 

Websites and people on the internet are not always what they claim to be.  Students need 

to be taught that the authenticity of a site should always be questioned, especially if things seem 

odd or out of place.  Students should be taught to always check the URL and ensure they are on 

the site they think they are on.  Additionally, students should be instructed on how to respond to 

pop-ups and advertisements.   

 

Computer Viruses and Hacking 

 

Along with the dangers that come from mysterious links and pop-ups, students should 

also be aware of malware, viruses, spyware, hacking, and other programs which may have a 

malicious intent.  Students must be taught to check email attachments before downloading them, 

how to examine file types, and how to check the source of an email.  Also, students should learn 

what signs to look out for when a computer is infected with a virus or malware.  Finally, students 

should always notify a teacher when they believe suspicious activity is occurring.   

 

Copyright and Plagiarism Issues 

 

It has become incredibly easy to find, download, and steal a wealth of information in the 

blink of an eye.  The temptation to plagiarize has never been higher and students must learn that 

it is never OK to take credit for someone else’s work.  Putting this idea in place must be a two-

step process.  First is the actual teaching: informing students about copyright laws, telling them 

what is allowed and what is not, teaching them how to use citations, and so on.  However, 

teachers must also remain vigilant in their checking of student work.  Inevitably, some students 

will try to copy and paste material and if they realize they can get away with it, this unfortunate 

behavior may continue.  Therefore, teachers must always check to ensure that student material is 

original and self-created.   
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Understanding these 5 pitfalls to internet safety is an important step in securing student 

safety.  All teachers should have a plan in place for how to teach internet safety and what to do if 

a student runs into trouble.  For additional reading and interactive safety sites for students, these 

pages may be helpful: 

 

Teaching internet safety to younger elementary students –  

http://www.edutopia.org/blog/internet-safety-younger-elementary-mary-beth-hertz 

 

BizzKid Safety guide for young students - 

http://www.bizzikid.co.uk/sosguide/safetyguidestart.html 

 

Science Buddies Internet Safety Guide – 

http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project_ideas/Internet_Safety.shtml 

 

Get Safe Online’s Guide –  

http://www.getsafeonline.org/ 

 

PSA’s about internet safety –  

http://www.netliteracy.org/safe-connects/safe-connects-psas/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

References: 

 

Roblyer, M.D. & Doering Aaron. (2010) Integrating educational technology into teaching, 5th 

ed. Boston: Pearson 

 

Wolpert-Gawron, Heather. (2012) The Importance of Internet Safety. Edutopia.  Retrieved online 

from: http://www.edutopia.org/blog/internet-safety-importance-heather-wolpert-gawron 

 

http://www.edutopia.org/blog/internet-safety-younger-elementary-mary-beth-hertz
http://www.bizzikid.co.uk/sosguide/safetyguidestart.html
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project_ideas/Internet_Safety.shtml
http://www.getsafeonline.org/
http://www.netliteracy.org/safe-connects/safe-connects-psas/
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/internet-safety-importance-heather-wolpert-gawron
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The Benefits of Social Networking 

[ To be read in conjunction with this Voicethread presentation ] 

 

If offered an educational tool that allowed students and teachers to connect, create, and 

collaborate with each other and peers around the world, every teacher in every classroom would 

be clamoring to test it out.  And yet, that’s exactly what social networks like Facebook, google +, 

twitter, and so many others can offer.  So why have a majority of schools across the globe 

blocked these sites from being used in the classroom?   

 

Often times, the term “walled garden” is used to define an online environment like this 

where browsing is restricted or controlled by the school or internet service provider.  According 

to webopedia, Schools are increasingly using the walled garden approach in creating browsing 

environments in their networks. Students have access to only limited Web sites, and teachers 

need a password in order to leave the walled garden and browse the Internet in its entirety..  

However, In order for our students to become safe users of the internet, and competent 21
st
 

century learners, we must begin to work outside of these walls.    

 

According to the Pew Internet and American Life Project, In 2007 over 50% of teenagers 

use social networking sites, and that number has only grown in the past 5 years.  Despite this 

fact, many schools are adamant about blocking these sites from use. 

 

This is not to say that there are not valid concerns for student safety in online 

environments.  If not used properly, Facebook can be an incredibly dangerous gateway to online 

predators.  However, the primary function of any school is to teach, so why not teach students 

how to safely use social networking under the tutelage of a highly trained professional? 

 

If students are shown at an early age that social networks can be a safe, valuable, and 

enjoyable tool in the classroom, then those students are one step closer to becoming responsible 

citizens of a digital age.  As a 2007 post from Edutopia states, “We need to teach kids the 

powerful ways networking can change the way they look at education, not just their social lives. 

We don't talk enough about the incredible power of social-networking technology to be used for 

academic benefit.” 

 

http://igotnewtechnology.weebly.com/1/post/2012/10/the-educational-benefits-of-social-networks.html
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And here are a few examples of the engaging and creative ways social networks are being 

used in the classroom.  An English teacher in Ontario Canada had his students set up facebook 

pages for the major characters in a story they were reading and then assigned the students to 

interact with each other as if they were the characters. 

 

Another teacher in Hillsboro, MO is using twitter to help her students connect to students 

all over the world and have discussions, debates, and dialogues about a variety of different 

educational topic. 

 

Finally, a teacher in Baltimore, Maryland is using skype to bring guestspeakers into the 

classroom who would never be able to make the trip in real life – exposing students to a variety 

of experts all from the comfort of their classroom. 

 

And these are just a few of the hundreds of examples of the positive influence social 

networking can have in the classroom.  For more ideas, I highly recommend 

onlineuniversities.com blog post entitled “100 Inspiring Ways to Use Social Media In the Classroom” 

 

Resources: 

 

Lenhart, Amanda & Madden, Mary (2007) “Social Networking Websites and Teens” Pew 

Internet.  Retrieved online from: http://www.pewinternet.org/Reports/2007/Social-Networking-

Websites-and-Teens.aspx 

 

Online Universities, (2010) “100 Inspiring Ways to use Social Media in the Classroom” 

Retrieved online from: http://www.onlineuniversities.com/blog/2010/05/100-inspiring-ways-to-

use-social-media-in-the-classroom/ 

 

Smith, Fran (2007) “How to use Social-Networking Technology for learning.” Edutopia.  Retrieved online 

from: http://www.edutopia.org/how-use-social-networking-technology 

 

Webopedia, (2012) “What is a Walled Garden” Retrieved online from: 

http://www.webopedia.com/TERM/W/walled_garden.html 

http://www.pewinternet.org/Reports/2007/Social-Networking-Websites-and-Teens.aspx
http://www.pewinternet.org/Reports/2007/Social-Networking-Websites-and-Teens.aspx
http://www.onlineuniversities.com/blog/2010/05/100-inspiring-ways-to-use-social-media-in-the-classroom/
http://www.onlineuniversities.com/blog/2010/05/100-inspiring-ways-to-use-social-media-in-the-classroom/
http://www.edutopia.org/how-use-social-networking-technology
http://www.webopedia.com/TERM/W/walled_garden.html
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Relative Advantages of Presentation Tools 

 

Nine times out of ten, when you sit down for a presentation, it's going to be on 

PowerPoint.   For over twenty years PowerPoint has been the go to tool for constructing and 

giving presentations of all kind, from the classroom to the boardroom.  Unfortunately in recent 

years, the program has begun to get a bad rap.  Overused themes, poorly designed slides, and 

inexperienced presenters have led many people to believe that PowerPoint is out of date and 

irrelevant.  However, when used properly this presentation tool can still engage, excite, and 

motivate students in the classroom environment. 

 

Some of the most important advantages PowerPoint offers are: 

 

-Simplicity of use.  The fundamentals of PowerPoint can quickly and easily be taught to almost 

anyone from ages 5 to 100. 
 

-Organization of topics.  Creating a PowerPoint helps a presenter to organizer his or her 

information into a more coherent story. 
 

-Integration of media.  Music, videos, websites, quizzes, games, and more can all be easily 

integrated into a PowerPoint slide show. 
 

-Student engagement.  Students are more engaged in well-made PowerPoint presentations as 

opposed to traditional lecturing.   
 

-Present anywhere.  The portability of PowerPoint lets creators give their presentations 

anywhere in the world so long as the hardware is available.   
 

-Editable and Reusable.  Digital presentations can be updated, modified, and reused time and 

time again without difficulty (Leiboh 2005). 

 

Despite these benefits, there are downsides to PowerPoint that teachers must be aware of.  

For example, the content can sometimes be overshadowed by all the animations and visuals 

(Teachnology n.d.).  Additionally, computers have been known (occasionally) to crash, break 

down, stop working, and in general prove frustrating beyond belief.  Finally, a substantial 

hardware investment is needed to have PowerPoint in the classroom.  Not only is the computer 
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necessary, but the software, projector, and screen as well.  This can add up quickly if you're 

supplying hardware for entire school or district. 

 

Also, it is important to consider the construction of PowerPoint presentations.  Many 

times presentations are created without regard to what is visually appealing or stimulating.  

Graphics, texts, and animations are thrown together in a hodge-podge of information and 

distraction.   

 

Finally, in addition to PowerPoint there are a wealth of new presentations tools that 

teachers and students should also consider utilizing in the classroom.  Two popular examples are: 

 

-Prezi.com - Creates spinning, zooming, twirling, and highly enjoyable presentations in an easy 

to use interface.  Graphics and videos can be integrated and the creator has a great deal of 

freedom as to how their presentation will look. 

 

-Voicethread.com - Allows you to record narration for your presentation.  Students can talk 

through a PowerPoint , making notes on the slides for viewers to hear and see. 

 

In conclusion, PowerPoint and other presentation tools can be absolutely invaluable in 

the classroom when used properly.  They can engage and motivate students as well as inspire 

creativity when students design their own.  However, care must always be taken to ensure that 

students and teachers are well-trained on how to design the most effective presentations possible.   

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

 

Teachnology, (n.d.) "PowerPoint in the Classroom." Retrieved online from: http://www.teach-

nology.com/tutorials/powerpoint/ 

 

Leiboh, Lewis, (2005) "Powerful PowerPoint." Teacher Tech Toolkit.  Retrieved online from: 

http://www.teachertechtoolkit.com/index.php?page=Powerful_PowerPoint 

http://www.prezi.com/
http://www.voicethread.com/
http://www.teach-nology.com/tutorials/powerpoint/
http://www.teach-nology.com/tutorials/powerpoint/
http://www.teachertechtoolkit.com/index.php?page=Powerful_PowerPoint

